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An Analytical Study on Applicability of Design-Build Method
based on Implementation Status of Model Case Projects

Hiroyuki KAWAMATA, Masataka KUDO, Mototugu SATO and Yasuo MORITA

Design-build is a method of project delivery through a single contract to provide design and construc-
tion services. The use of this method is expected to bring about a number of positive effects including
utilization of exquisite techniques of private sectors, ensured quality of design and construction services,
streamlined construction design commensurate with construction capability, and improved effectiveness
by consistent flow of both services. The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT)
has been exerting continuous efforts to implement this method by applying it on a trial basis to projects
under ministerial jurisdiction since 1997, which is when the Ministry gave out an order of the first model
case project.

In view of the fact that a certain amount of experience in implementing the design-build method has
been accumulated at the Ministry by applying it to selected projects under ministerial jurisdiction, this
study examines appropriateness and requirements of this method taking account of implementation status
of such model case projects, for the purpose of identifying characteristics of work description of major
construction works and suggesting points of concerns in determining applicability of the design-build me-
thod.
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