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Study on methods for monitoring rare raptors
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Mitochondria DNA sequences were analyzed in 48 Northern Goshawks (Accipiter gentilis)
from 15 different locations in Japan. In one bird, the entire mitochondria DNA sequences, which
consisted of 18,266 base pairs, were determined. Analysis of 477 base pairs from the Control Region
revealed 9 different haplotypes. The distribution of these haplotypes did not show clear locality. For
example, birds with the same haplotype were found from Tochigi, Nigata and Kyoto. This may suggest
that Northern Goshawk population near Kanto region of mainland Japan is either genetically uniform,
or at least related to populations in surrounding areas via dispersing individuals.
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