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A study on governmental programs for the conservation of satoyama as wildlife habitat
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Copses, which stand near agricultural villages and where raw materials of charcoal and compost are gathered
from, are called “satoyama”. And it is known that many species of rare wildlife live in the satoyama. So their
conservation is expected for the preserving the biodiversity, but the satoyama is ruining rapidly with changing of
agricultural form. New governmental programs are needed for the satoyama’s conservation, because it is
important to revive traditional forestry management but it is impossible to do that by means of current
government programs. Against this background, we have started a study on the new government programs for
the conservation of satoyama since 2002 fiscal year. At the first year, we carried out a questionnaire to local
self-governing communities through the country, and revealed a present situation of the governmental program

for the satoyama conservation.
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