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Synopsis

Under the severe manpower and financial constraints of local governments, in
order to promote the development for early disaster prevention improvement in
densely built-up areas, it is also considered effective to improve the inside of the
block of the areas (so-called "anko" part) by utilizing carefully crafted ways of
improvement for disadvantaged lots, including exceptional permissions in the
zoning code under the Building Standard Law, and private sector vitality, in
addition to conventional public investment type development of the skeletal part of
the areas (so-called "gawa" part), such as development of roads and parks of a
certain scale, joint rebuilding, etc.

This Technical Note is a collection of cases on carefully crafted improvement
in densely built-up areas against their various physical and socio-economic
obstacles about improvement by local governments and private businesses, gleaned
through fact-finding survey with mainly focusing on the inside of the block of
densely built-up areas, where improvement is delayed. This can be referred to by
many people, including local governments, private companies such as community
development consultants, NPOs, and residents' organizations, working to improve
densely built-up areas.
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