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Synopsis

In recent years, cruise ships have become larger and larger and the number of affordable cruises has
increased rapidly. The economic impacts of visits by cruise ships on local economies are expected to soar.
In order to plan the development of related facilities, it is necessary to accumulate and analyze basic data
such as the numbers of both cruise ships visiting a port and their passengers.

This analysis, which aims to contribute to the future planning of required related facilities, grasped and
analyzed trends in cruise ships and cruise passengers visiting to Japan, and to estimate the economic impact
of these ships and their passengers.

The results have revealed that, according to the Gini coefficient, the fluctuations of calling cruise ships
by season and by port were reduced from 2015 to 2017. Furthermore, in 2017, the percentage of all those
cruises originating in China which visited Korea, then directly cruised to Japan decreased sharply and the
percentage which cruised directly to Japan increased, and the analysis showed that this was the impact of a
notification issued by the Government of China to major Chinese travel agencies prohibiting visits to Korea
by Chinese sightseers. It also quantitatively indicated the number of visitors by origin countries / regions of
cruises, and the load factors of cruise ships from overseas.

Furthermore, the annual economic impact by ships and passengers from overseas are estimated to be
215.9 billion yen in 2017.
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