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Synopsis

In recent years, the situation of the world container shipping market has been changing greatly. Many
ULCSs (Ultra Large Container Ship more than 10,000 TEU) have entered major trade routes, and by the
cascading effect of ULCS, container ship sizes on minor trade routes have also enlarged. The Panama
Canal expanded in June 2016 and the alliances of shipping companies were reconstructed triggered by
M&A.

Against this background, a method for estimating the future world container shipping network is being
developed in this institute.

This study, as an indispensable part of the above-mentioned developing project, (i) analyzed the present
state of the freight capacities and ship sizes of in-service/new built/scrapped container ships, and (ii)
forecasted world container ship building of freight capacity and ship sizes in the mid- and long-term. In
this forecasting, the following three cases were set up: base case, ship size enlarging case and ship size

shrinkage cases. Base case assumes the stopping of enlarging of ship size within several years.
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