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Estimating the Economic Effects of Maritime Container Cargo Exports by
Interregional Input-Output Table at the Prefecture Level
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Synopsis

Since Japan has no natural resources, its export-led economic growth model has become an
important strategy to support the import of indispensable natural resources and aid in the
maintenance of a high economic level. In support of this, international container port investment is
thought to have encouraged wide-ranging investment from the private sector to major ports and
hinterlands throughout the country, as well as revitalizing international trade.

In this paper, the author analyzed the economic effects, or more specifically, the amount of
induced production, amount of induced gross value added (GRP), and amount of induced import
for maritime container cargo exports at 17 major ports in 2008. Based on the input-output model
using an interregional input-output table at the prefecture level, estimates were made for regional
distribution as well as the total amount of the national economy. The author also provides basic
information on the consideration of future policies concerning international container port
investments as social common capital.
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