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Synopsis

A large amount of marine litter has been washing ashore to Japanese coasts, and causing serious
damage to the environment of the beaches, functions of harbors. In this context, Japan had begun
to put in serious effort to tackle the marine litter problem in 2006 with the introduction of
organizing the council of the ministries involved in the problem. This resulted in passing of a new
law concerning the marine litter problem, which was enacted on July 15, 2009. However, the new
law does not comprehend all the relating matters, measures and principles. Various different laws
concerning the problem still exist and are effectual. Thus, the aim of this report is to compare and
arrange the relating laws in terms of “reducing”, “collecting” and “disposing” for the first step
towards taking effective measures against the problem.

From the comparative arrangement, we obtained the results as follows.

(1) Inthe new law, the States and local governments shall endeavor to prevent dumping of wastes.
In addition, the States and local governments may provide necessary advice and guidance to
coast administrators. These will lead to conducting of dissemination and enlightenment of the
problem for the citizens and business operators, and to reducing the occurrence of the marine
litter.

(2) The new law obligates the coast administrators to maintain the coasts clean, whereas it is
limited to endeavor in the previous relating laws. This will lead to increasing of financial
burden of the administrators. Therefore, the governments shall take financial measures to
coast administrators. In addition, the governments may take financial measures to
non-government organizations.

(3) Disposing of the washed litter causes extensive financial burden to the local governments
which have administrative responsibility for the coasts. In the new law, the governments may
ask the local governments of the sources of the litter for cooperation for disposing. However,
the effects of the cooperation between the local governments are not necessarily clear,
because the specifying the sources is rather difficult due to, for example, physical weathering

and photo-degrading of litter. Effective operation of the new law is expected.
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