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Spreading De-icing Salts and Roadside Environments
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Synopsis

This technical note on environmental impact of de-icing salts is obtained based on a study of this theme by
academic experts.

In snowy and cold areas in Japan, road administrators spread de-icing salts on roads to ensure safe driving
in the winter. It is necessary to spread de-icing salts for winter road management and the quantity of
de-icing salts has increased every year since the use of studded tires was prohibited. Some people have
expressed their fear that scattering of de-icing salts that have been spread damages roadside environments.
Therefore we have conducted field surveys to analyze the mass balance of de-icing salts, soil investigations,
groundwater investigations, studied effects on the environment, etc., and have considered the environmental

impact of de-icing salts. In this study, we have concluded that 1) soil has little influence on plants and 2)

de-icing salts may influence plants within 5 meters from the road edge.
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