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PUBLIC COGNITIVE STRUCTURE OF COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT
IN YOKOHAMA

Guofang ZHAT*
Takeshi SUZUKI**

Synopsis

There are a variety of problems like environment protection, disaster reduction and efficient uses in
coastal zone management. To support the decision making of coastal management, a questionnaire survey
on coastal zone management was implemented in Kanazawa ward of Yokohama city from April to May,
2006 to obtain fundamental data and information. The survey concerned what are coastal zones, what are
the current conditions of coastal zones, what is the public preference for coastal management, and how
about participatory coastal management. Some interesting results are obtained.

(D Respondents perceived coastal zones as “ seaside parks and green space where people can walk and
have a rest”, “natural sea sand” and “natural tidal flat”. Most of them believed that landward boundary
should be 1 kilometer from the coastal line.

@ Most of respondents perceived environmental improvement in some aspects like the quality of ocean
water, the decreases in garbage on ocean surface and at beaches, and leaked oil. On the other hand, some
aspects are recognized degraded. They are the decreases in living matters. Some aspects like trees, sea grass,
sea sands, coastal landscapes including embankment and block, and the accessibility to coastal zones are
felt unchangeable.

@ The occurrences of earthquakes and typhoons have perceived more frequent than 10 years ago while
those of high waves and tsunamis, and floods less. Regarding the possibility that respondents may be
affected by each disaster in the future, earthquakes and typhoons are perceived more than high waves and
tsunamis, and floods.

@ Except economic activities like fishery, industry and seaport, coastal uses like fishing, surfing are
becoming more and more.

® Public preferences for the coastal management in general are coastal environmental conservation and
coastal disaster reduction. Specifically, “floating garbage and leaked oil”, “trees and sea grass”,
“earthquakes”, “high waves and tsunamis”, “floods”, “sea port”, “service industry like restaurant”, and
“coastal tourism and recreation” are the most preferred to be treated.

® Information disclosure and participatory system are strongly required in coastal management. More

than one third of the respondents actually take part in the system if it is established.
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