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Synopsis

Due to the rapid economic growth in Asian countries, progress of international division of labor,
and Globalization of economy, Japanese structure of trade has been changing from processing
trade into import/export of goods/semi-finished goods. Also because of increase of import of
fresh foods and further containerization, container cargo volume has been expected to continue to
increase.

On the other hand, while advance of SCM (Supply Chain Management) by shippers requires
more efficient transport, environment related to carriage of maritime container transport has been
changing such as introduction of mega container vessels, restructuring of consortium by shipping
companies, and developments of hub ports in Asian countries. Moreover due to the current
deficits in national and local governments, improved accountability to the public, more efficient
developments of infrastructure, and introduction of result-based administrative management, are
requested.

Based on these backgrounds, in order to support more effective and efficient port developments
in Japan and port policies from viewpoints of the public, a detailed analysis of shipment routes of
container cargo to/from Japan has been conducted based on the survey on international maritime
cargo flow. More specifically factors of shipment routes have been examined. Main focuses are
on container cargo to/from Europe, North America, China, and Indonesia, because feeder

transports of these regions are relatively large.
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