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Synopsis

International air cargo demand, both export and import, in Japan concentrates on NRT (New Tokyo Int’l
Airport).  As a result, the amount of international air cargo handled at NRT is the second largest of the world.
On the other hand, the huge air cargo demand brings the capacity shortage problem of the cargo handling
facility of NRT. ' The shortage problem derives other problems such as schedule delay by traffic congestion in
the cargo area in the airport, OLT (overland transport) cost, uncertainty of loading schedule and so on. The
problems can cause the increase of transport cost and make the level of services worse. Moreover, Japanese
price level is higher than other Asian countries and the economic power of Asian countries are rising.\ Those
facts can weaken international competitive power of Japan in terms of air cargo transport.  This paper
surveyed aspects of air cargo and detail functions of cargo handling facilities at some Japanese airports. The
investigation of the current issues and conditions of Japanese international air cargo transport system for freight
forwarders were also carried out in the paper.  This paper furthermore considered the direction of airport
development policy from a viewpoint of efficiency of international air cargo transport.
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