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Synopsis

The recent situation around the airport development is very severe in Japan. ~ While the opinion
that public works should be controlled to be lower level comes to get a firm position as a public opinion,
both the Administrative Inspection Office that is the internal inspection organization of the Central
Government and the General Accounting Office that is the outside inspection organization pointed out
that past demand predictions were different from actual results, which made the criticism for the airport
development be severe. On the other hand, another opinion that admits the necessity of the airport
development exists because the capacity restrictions of major metropolis hub airports prevent Japanese
aviation transportation from growing smoothly and may effect to Japanese economy. If assuming the
development of major metropolis hub airports, the big investment should be necessary because of the
difficulty to construct offshore airports. It is so difficult for the present scheme to raise funds for
such a big investment. ~ Though same problems were solved by adapting irregular raising scheme up
to now, adapting past scheme is difficult.  The reason is that much loans of the Special Account of
Airport Development is difficult considering the principal and interest paid for Haneda offshore
expansion project or that financial condition of Kansai airport is very severe because of the interest
associated to the capital investment.  In short, the previous way to raise funds for the development of
major metropolis hub airports is not determined.

As mentioned above, Japanese system of airport development has big problems, so, now is the time
of consideration to revalue the present system.  Fortunately or unfortunately, Japanese aviation policy
or research is said to be behind that of Western countries.  So, to refer the aviation situations of
Western countries seems to be very important to consider the revaluation.

In the United States that is an‘advanced country in aviation side, there were many arguments about
the way to develop airports or the privatization of airports as a policy for 21% century.  In this paper,
the characteristics of American airport development system and the recent arguments about airport
developments are summarized.  The aim of this paper is to support the consideration of revaluing
Japanese airport development system.
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