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Study on methods for monitoring rare raptors
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We monitored the nesting activities of five raptors in Nagano prefecture, central Honshu. In
northern goshawks (Accipiter gentilis) and grey-faced buzzard eagles (Butastur indicus), both sexes
visited the nest, but in northern goshawks, the female visited the nest much more frequently than
males. Comparison of the food diet revealed an interesting tendencies. In common buzzard (Buteo
buteo), more than 90% of the foods were mammals. Northern goshawks mostly brought birds. The
black kite (Milvus migrans) was mainly dependent on fish. In oriental honey buzzards (Pernis
ptilorhynchus), more than 60% were insects. However, Grey-faced buzzard eagles had a more varied

diet of amphibians, reptiles, mammals and insects.
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