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A Study on Evaluation of Urban Public Spaces

— field survey-based examination of procedures to evaluate the quality of public spaces —

Hiroyasu SHINGAI
Jundo YOSHIDA
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Synopsis

NILIM carries out research designed to improve the quality of urban public spaces to
promote the use of such places as the core of further interactions and revitalizations
among people.

This study aims to understand the relationship between the spatial configuration of a
public space and how it is used. By changing the layout of a typical public space
drastically and observing the users' behaviour, we were able to assess the impact of
spatial configuration on people's behaviour in the public space. We also tried to analyse
the positive effect of a public space on local walking behaviour in the surrounding area.

This study represents the first step in developing a series of tools for evaluating the

quality of public spaces in Japan.
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