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Estimation and Analysis of Modal Shift Rate of Domestic Freight Transport
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Synopsis

In 2001, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport made the concept of modal shift, which
indicate the domestic freight transport shift from truck carrier to coastal shipping and railroad carrier,
for countermeasures against global warming. MLIT defined “modal shift rate” index that showed a state
of modal shift and estimated the value of index from 1975. Afterwards, MLIT has announced the latest
value of modal shift rate every year.

Planning Division is in charge of estimating the value of modal shift rate in MLIT, after 2002.

This paper shows the procedure of estimating the modal shift rate, the result of estimate of each

area, and analyzes the trends of modal shift in recent years.
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