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Synopsis

Due to the rapid economic growth in Asian countries, progress of international division of
labor, and Globalization of economy, container cargo volume has been expected to continue to
increase. And the frequency of shipping service between Japan and Asian countries has been
increasing recently.

While the advance of SCM (Supply Chain Management) by shippers requires more efficient
transport, due to the current deficits in national and local governments, improved accountability
to the public, and more efficient developments of infrastructure, are requested.

Moreover, for the next Priority Plan for Social Infrastructure Development, and the New
National Land Sustainability Plan, investigations and discussions have been carried out.

Based on these backgrounds, in order to support more effective and efficient port
developments in Japan, we have conducted a detailed analysis of shipment routes of container
cargo to/from Japan, based on the survey on international maritime cargo flow.

In this paper, we have examined regional characteristics, such as container cargo volumes,
shares, and rate of growth, in each consuming and producing region of Maritime container cargo
in Japan.
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