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Structure of Residents’ Perception on Environmental Aspects of Ariake Sea

Takeshi SUZUKI*

Synopsis

The author sent questionnaires to ask perceptions on environmental aspects of the Ariake Sea to
residents around the Ariake Sea in August, 2005. In the results, “manner to use coasts and to litter in
coast”, “fish and shellfish” and “water and sediment quality” were that over 90% of the respondents
selected “improve” or “prevent deterioration”. In the answers on the first reason that the respondents
had concern on the environmental problems of the Ariake Sea, “preserve clean environment for future
generations” had the highest proportion, and “stop that useless developments destruct environment”
was second. In the answer on groups to pay cost for the environmental problem of Ariake Sea,
“region around the Ariake Sea should pay the cost, but it is impossible” was 45%. At the same time,
“nation should pay the cost” was 39%. The author estimated the Willingness to Pay (WTP) to
improve environment items of the Ariake Sea by using the Conjoint Analysis and the answers of the
questionnaire survey. In the result, WTP to improve “water and sediment quality” was the highest.
Increase of “inhabitation mass of fish and shellfish” was second, increase of “tidal flat area” was third,

and increase of “production volume of laver” was fourth.
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